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Mis sion

HLC helps post-Yugoslav to establish the rule of law and accept the 
legacy of massive violations of human rights in order to establish 
the criminal responsibility of perpetrators, satisfy justice and pre-
vent their repetition.

In tro duc tion

Se ve ral events re le vant to the esta blis hment of tran si ti o nal ju sti ce 
on the ter ri tory of the for mer Yugo sla via mar ked the year which is 
the tenth an ni ver sary of the fall of the Mi lo še vić re gi me. 

In 2010, the Pre si dents of the Re pu blic of Ser bia and the Re pu-
blic of Cro a tia, Bo ris Ta dić and Ivo Jo si po vić, apo lo gi zed on se ve ral 
oc ca si ons for cri mes com mit ted by Serb and Cro at for ces re spec-
ti vely du ring the wars in Cro a tia and Bo snia and Her ze go vi na, and 
in vi ted the co un tri es in the re gion to ini ti a te the pro cess of re con-
ci li a tion. Th e se ac ti ons of the Pre si dents had a po si ti ve eff  ect on 
the so cial at mosp he re in the co un tri es of the for mer Yugo sla via, 
so that it was pos si ble to spe ak abo ut cri mes from the past on the 
ba sis of facts and re spect for all vic tims. In ad di tion, the Pre si dents 
offi    ci ally sup por ted the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM1, which, for the fi rst 
ti me, me ant that in sti tu ti ons of co un tri es suc ces sor to the for mer 
Yugo sla via ex pres sed the po li ti cal will to ha ve the facts abo ut all the 
vic tims of the wars of the 1990’s esta blis hed by a re gi o nal and in-
ter na ti o nal in ve sti ga ti ve body. In 2010, in ad di tion to sup port from 
the Pre si dents of Cro a tia and Ser bia, the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM al so 
re ce i ved sup port from the Par li a ment of Mon te ne gro. Th ro ugh nu-
me ro us con sul ta ti ons abo ut the Sta tu te of the fu tu re RE COM with 
the re pre sen ta ti ves of ci vil so ci ety on the ter ri tory of the for mer 
Yugo sla via and thro ugh a re gi o nal me dia cam pa ign, the Co a li tion 
for RE COM ge ne ra ted strong sup port among hu man rights or ga-
ni za ti ons, youth as so ci a ti ons, vic tims, re fu ge es, war ve te rans, re li-
gi o us com mu ni ti es, in tel lec tu als and ot hers. Mem bers of the Co a-
li tion for RE COM even pre sen ted the Ini ti a ti ve for RE COM be fo re 
the in sti tu ti ons of the Co un cil of Euro pe and the Euro pean Union, 
which ha ve ex pres sed strong sup port to this ini ti a ti ve. 

On March 31, 2010, the Re pu blic of Ser bia Par li a men tary As-
sembly adop ted the Dec la ra tion on the Con dem na tion of Cri mes in 

1 Th e full name is the 
Initiative for Establishing a 
Regional Commission for 
Establishing Facts About 
All War Crimes and Other 
Serious Human Rights 
Violations. 
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Sre bre ni ca, ac cor ding to which this in sti tu tion “most se ve rely con-
demns the cri mes com mit ted aga inst the Bo sni ak po pu la tion” and 
ex pres ses its “con do len ces and apo lo gi es to the fa mi li es of the vic-
tims that everything pos si ble had not been do ne to pre vent the tra-
gedy”. Th e de ba te that led to the adop tion of the Dec la ra tion fully 
re fl ec ted the at ti tu de of Ser bian so ci ety to wards the ge no ci de com-
mit ted by Serb for ces aga inst Bo sni aks in July 1995 in Sre bre ni ca. 
Apart from so me very co u ra ge o us acts by pro-de moc racy-ori en ted 
mem bers of the Par li a ment and the chan ged di sco ur se of the MP’s 
of the So ci a list Party of Ser bia and the Ser bian Pro gres si ve Party, 
the most re mar ka ble sta te ments we re ma de by MP’s of the Ser bian 
Ra di cal Party, who openly hu mi li a ted and in sul ted ge no ci de vic-
tims and the ir fa mi li es whi le, at the sa me ti me, ju stifying the act of 
ge no ci de it self in diff  e rent ways and glo rifying tho se re spon si ble 
for it. Alt ho ugh men tion of the ap pro pri a te le gal qu a li fi  ca ti on of 
this act (as ge no ci de) was avo i ded, to the con se qu ent dis sa tis fac-
tion of vic tims’ fa mily mem bers, the Dec la ra tion ne vert he less re-
pre sents a good fo un da tion for trig ge ring a de ba te abo ut the ro le of 
the Re pu blic of Ser bia in sti tu ti ons in the wars wa ged on the ter ri-
tory of the for mer Yugo sla via. 

Th e pu blic in Ser bia, in clu ding the me dia and the in tel lec tual 
eli te, has been ig no ring even in 2010 the tri als be fo re the In ter na-
ti o nal Cri mi nal Tri bu nal for the For mer Yugo sla via, in which high 
po li ti cal, mi li tary and po li ce offi    ci als of the for mer re gi me e be in g 
tried for mass cri mes com mit ted aga inst tho u sands of in no cent 
vic tims in Cro a tia, Bo snia and Her ze go vi na and Ko so vo (the ca ses 
of Pe ri šić, Sta ni šić and Si ma to vić, and Đor đe vić. Even war cri mes 
tri als held be fo re lo cal co urts are on the mar gins of the in te rest of 
the Ser bian so ci ety, ex cept in tho se ca ses in which tri als are con-
duc ted for cri mes com mit ted aga inst Ser bian vic tims.

Th e jud gment ren de red by the Ap pel la te Co urt in the ca se of 
Su va Re ka2 (Ju ne 2010), con fi r med the prac ti ce of Ser bian co urts 
that in ca ses whe re high-ran king offi    cers of the Ser bian po li ce and 
mi li tary are tried for se ri o us cri mes, de spi te strong evi den ce of the-
ir re spon si bi lity, they are be ing ac qu it ted and ab sol ved of any re-
spon si bi lity. Na mely, whi le, on the one hand, the Ap pel la te Co urt 
con fi r med in this jud gment long jail sen ten ces for three mem bers 
of the Spe cial Po li ce Unit (PJP), on the ot her hand, for one of them 
a re trial was or de red3, and three of them we re ac qu it ted, in clu ding 

2 War crime against 48 
Albanian civilians in Suva 

Reka/Suharekë committed 
on 26 March 1999. 
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Ra do slav Mi tro vić, a for mer Com man der of the 37th PJP Squ ad, the 
post-war De puty Com man der of the Gen dar me rie, the éli te unit of 
the Mi ni stry of In ter i or). Th is jud gment an ge red the vic tims’ fa mi-
li es and furt her sho ok the ir al ready li mi ted fa ith that Ser bian co urts 
wo uld bring ju sti ce to Al ba nian vic tims. 

Sum mary

Du ring 2010, the HLC con ti nued with the im ple men ta tion of its 
pro gram me for esta blis hing tran si ti o nal ju sti ce and ac hi e ved sig-
ni fi  cant re sults: 

Th e year 2010 was the year of a strong affi   r ma tion of the Ini ti-I. 
a ti ve for RE COM, in which the HLC played a sig ni fi  cant ro le. 
Th e ini ti a ti ve re ce i ved con si de ra ble sup port from the hig hest 
offi    ci als in the re gion (the Pre si dent of Cro a tia, the Pre si dent 
of Ser bia and the Pre si dent of the Mon te ne gro Par li a men-
tary As sembly). 476 new mem bers jo i ned the Co a li tion for 
RE COM, whi le 160 in di vi du als and or ga ni za ti ons from the 
re gion and the world ga ve the ir sup port to the Co a li tion. In 
Fe bru ary 2010, a Task For ce for the Draf ting of the RE COM 
Sta tu te was esta blis hed. On be half of the Co a li tion for RE-
COM, the HLC or ga ni zed fi  ve na ti o nal con sul ta ti ons and one 
re gi o nal con sul ta tion with lawyers, in which 250 in di vi du als 
par ti ci pa ted. In ad di tion, the HLC or ga ni zed three me e tings 
of the Task For ce for the Draf ting of the RE COM Sta tu te, two 
me e tings of the Co or di na tion Co un cil and fo ur tra i nings for 
mem bers of the Co a li tion for RE COM. 
Th e work on the cre a tion of the Re gi ster of Hu man Los ses in II. 
Ko so vo in the pe riod 1998 – 2000 and the pre pa ra tion of the 
fi rst vo lu me of the Ko so vo Me mory Bo ok is in its fi  nal sta ges. 
Du ring 2010, the HLC chec ked and ad ded in for ma tion abo-
ut per sons pre vi o usly re gi ste red and iden ti fi ed so me vic tims 
who had not been re gi ste red in the HLC da ta ba se. In or der to 
ac hi e ve that, the HLC in ter vi e wed 983 wit nes ses and fa mily 
mem bers of the kil led and mis sing, col lec ted 875 do cu ments 
and 1.646 pho to graphs, analysed over 2.000 fi  les, cre a ted 280 
new fi  les of vic tims and sup ple men ted the exi sting fi  les with 
6.600 new pi e ces of in for ma tion. In or der to check and ve rify 
the al ready gat he red in for ma tion, the HLC and HLC Ko so vo 

3 After the retrial of 
Radojko Reparanović, in 
December 2010, the War 
Crimes Chamber rendered 
a verdict of guilty and 
sentenced him to 20 years 
in jail. 
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or ga ni zed 15 pu blic pre sen ta ti ons of the in ter im re sults of the 
Register, whe re over 1.400 fa mily mem bers of vic tims, aut ho-
rity re pre sen ta ti ves, do me stic and in ter na ti o nal non-go vern-
men tal and go vern men tal or ga ni za ti ons and the me dia we re 
pre sent. Th e te am wor king on the ma king of the Ko so vo Me-
mory Bo ok wro te, ad ded in for ma tion and ve ri fi ed nar ra ti ves 
of over 2.000 per sons who lost the ir li ves or went mis sing du-
ring 1998. Abo ut 500 nar ra ti ves we re tran sla ted in to Al ba nian 
and En glish. Th e tran sla ted nar ra ti ves and the nar ra ti ves in 
Ser bian we re al so edi ted. 
Th e HLC con ti nue its work on the cre a tion of the Register of III. 
the ci ti zens of Ser bia and Mon te ne gro who lost the ir li ves or 
went mis sing du ring the con fl icts in Slo ve nia, Cro a tia and Bo-
snia and Her ze go vi na (1991-1995). Th e re se ar chers in ter vi e-
wed 294 wit nes ses and vic tims’ fa mily mem bers, gat he red over 
3.500 do cu ments and ap pro xi ma tely 300 pho to graphs. Du ring 
2010, HLC for the fi rst ti me re gi ste red 1.837 new per sons in 
the da ta ba se, whi le the fi  les of the ear li er re cor ded vic tims we re 
sup ple men ted with over 3.600 new pi e ces of in for ma tion. 
Du ring 2010, the HLC sto red in its ar chi ves abo ut 1.000 prin-IV. 
ted do cu ments. Th e HLC con ti nued to copy and tran sfer the 
pu blic do cu men ta tion of the Ha gue Tri bu nal to its ar chi ve. 
A to tal of 1.640 days of tri als from 36 ca ses as well as 13.358 
pi e ces of evi den ce (a to tal of 7.160 discs). HLC ar chi vists ca-
ta lo gued 3.585 prin ted do cu ments and 580 days of tri als from 
eight ca ses held be fo re the Ha gue Tri bu nal. Th e di gi ti za tion 
of the prin ted do cu men ta tion and its sto ra ge in the HLC Da-
ta ba se has al so been con ti nued. 
Du ring 2010, the HLC al so con ti nued to as sem ble dos si ers V. 
on po ten tial per pe tra tors of war cri mes in Ko so vo and Bo-
snia and Her ze go vi na. 32 fi  les on al le ged per pe tra tors of war 
cri mes as well as on mi li tary, po li ce and pa ra-mi li tary for-
ma ti ons ha ve been cre a ted. Th e HLC al so in 2010 fi  led three 
cri mi nal com pla ints aga inst over 50 in di vi du als su spec ted of 
com mit ting acts of ge no ci de and war cri mes. 
In 2010, as part of the pro gram me for le gal-psycho lo gi cal VI. 
sup port to the vic tims and wit nes ses of war cri mes, the HLC 
pro vi ded le gal re pre sen ta ti ves for in ju red par ti es in six ca ses 
held be fo re the War Cri mes Cham ber in Bel gra de and be fo re 
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the Hig her Co urt in Niš. Th e HLC at tor ney al so re pre sen ted 
in ju red par ti es in the Bu ko vi ca ca se be fo re the Hig her Co urt 
in Bi je lo Po lje [Mon te ne gro]. Re pre sen ta ti ves for the in ju red 
par ti es du ring this pe riod par ti ci pa ted in 95 days of tri als. Al-
so, the HLC or ga ni zed the ar ri val of 40 vic tims’ fa mily mem-
bers from Cro a tia and Bo snia and Her ze go vi na to Bel gra de, 
whe re they ob ser ved the tri als in the ca ses of Lo vas and Zvor-
nik II. Th e HLC ob ser vers mo ni to red a to tal of 99 trial days in 
17 ca ses, for which re ports we re pro du ced and po sted on the 
HLC web si te. Al so, the HLC is sued 11 press re le a ses. 
Du ring 2010, the HLC con ti nued to re pre sent vic tims of war VII. 
cri mes, tor tu re, il le gal de ten tion, for ce ful mo bi li za tion and 
ot her vi o la ti ons of hu man rights in com pen sa tion law su its for 
ma te rial and non-ma te rial da ma ge aga inst the sta te (Ser bia, 
Mon te ne gro and Ko so vo). 12 new com pen sa tion law su its ha-
ve been ini ti a ted aga inst the Re pu blic of Ser bia on be half of 
47 Ko so vo Al ba ni ans, vic tims of tor tu re and il le gal de ten tion. 
Du ring 2010, co urts in Ser bia mostly di smis sed the law su its 
fi  led by the HLC aga inst the sta te on be half of vic tims of the 
hu man rights vi o la ti ons com mit ted by mem bers of the Ser-
bian Po li ce and/or Mi li tary, whi le co urts in Mon te ne gro re-
cog ni zed the rights of vic tims to ma te rial com pen sa tion. Th e 
HLC con ti nued pro vi ding ex pert as si stan ce to vic tims of hu-
man rights vi o la ti ons in San džak, by in de pen dently advo ca-
ting for the ir right to re pa ra tion from the in sti tu ti ons of the 
Re pu blic of Ser bia. 
Th ro ugh press sta te ments, pu bli ca ti ons, the web si te and se-VIII. 
mi nars, the HLC du ring 2010 in for med in sti tu ti ons of the Re-
pu blic of Ser bia and re gi o nal co un tri es, the me dia and in ter-
na ti o nal go vern men tal and non-go vern men tal or ga ni za ti ons 
abo ut its ac ti vi ti es and abo ut to pics re le vant to esta blis hing 
tran si ti o nal ju sti ce in the re gion. 
Du ring 2010, the HLC re ce i ved im por tant re cog ni tion for its IX. 
work from the Eco no mic and So cial Co un cil of the Uni ted 
Na ti ons (ECO SOC). Th e ECO SOC Com mis sion for Non-go-
vern men tal Or ga ni za ti ons awar ded the HLC a spe cial con sul-
ta ti ve sta tus as part of the ECO SOC, for its ac ti vi ti es and con-
tri bu tion in esta blis hing tran si ti o nal ju sti ce on the ter ri tory of 
the for mer Yugo sla via. 
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Th e Executive Bo ard of the HLC held two me e ting du ring X. 
2010. Du ring the me e ting held on 14 May 2010, the Bo ard 
ac cep ted the yearly fi  nan cial re port and the re port on the im-
ple men ta tion of the HLC pro gram me for 2009, the pro gram-
me and fi  nan cial re port for the HLC’s work in the pe riod from 
Ja nu ary to Ju ne 2010, the new three-year HLC pro gram me, 
and chan ges and an ne xes to the Ru les and Re gu la ti ons of the 
HLC Sta tu te. Th e Bo ard al so adop ted the de ci sion that the the 
Exe cu ti ve Di rec tor du ring the next fo ur years will be Na ta ša 
Kan dić, whi le the cur rent Pre si dent of the Bo ard, dr. Zo ran 
Pa jić, will re main in that po si tion du ring the next fo ur years. 
Dr. Zdrav ko Gre bo was cho sen as a new mem ber of the Bo ard 
in stead of Tea Gor janc Pre le vić, who had re sig ned. Th e Bo ard 
mem bers al so adop ted the de ci sion that, star ting from 2011, 
HLC Ko so vo be co mes an in de pen dent or ga ni za tion.
In 2010, the HLC created the new three-year programme for XI. 
the period 2011-2013, based on identifi cation of perpetrators 
of war crimes, initiation of criminal procedures and the crea-
tion and implementation of the programme of informal edu-
cation about the past for youth.

In 2010, the HLC cre a ted the new three-year pro gram me for the 
pe riod 2011-2013, ba sed on iden ti fi  ca tion of per pe tra tors of war 
cri mes, ini ti a tion of cri mi nal pro ce du res and the cre a tion and im-
ple men ta tion of the pro gram me of in for mal edu ca tion abo ut the 
past for youth. 

I Do cu men ta tion and Me mory 

Do cu men ting war cri mes on the ter ri tory of the for mer Yugo sla via 
was the HLC’s most im por tant ac ti vity du ring the year 2010. Du-
ring 2010, the HLC col lec ted a num ber of te sti mo ni es of wit nes ses 
and vic tims’ fa mily mem bers, co urt do cu ments (ICTY ar chi ve and 
do cu ments from co urts in the re gion), me dia ar chi ves and ot her 
re le vant do cu ments on war cri mes. Th e ma te ri als col lec ted we re 
sto red in the HLC’s ar chi ve and then en te red and analyzed in the 
War Cri mes Da ta Ba se. 

Th e HLC used the col lec ted da ta for com pi ling the Re gi ster of 
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Hu man Los ses in Ko so vo (1998-2000), the Ko so vo Me mory Bo ok 
and the Re gi ster of the Hu man Los ses of Ser bia and Mon te ne gro in 
Slo ve nia, Cro a tia, and Bo snia and Her ze go vi na [BiH] (1991-1995), 
and for the iden ti fi  ca tion of su spec ted per pe tra tors of war cri mes. 

Hu man Los ses in Pe riod 1991-1995 and 1998-2000 1. 

In the ab sen ce of an ini ti a ti ve by sta te in sti tu ti ons to com pi le a 
com pre hen si ve re gi ster of per sons who lost the ir li ves in the wars 
wa ged on the ter ri tory of the for mer Yugo sla via du ring the 1990’s, 
in Ju ne 2005 the HLC be gan wor king on com pi ling an in di vi du a li-
zed list of hu man los ses in Ko so vo in the pe riod Ja nu ary 1998-De-
cem ber 2000. Th e work on the Re gi ster of Ci ti zens of Ser bia and 
Mon te ne gro who we re Kil led or Di sap pe a red in Wars in Slo ve nia, 
Cro a tia, and BiH be gan in Ja nu ary 20094. Th e HLC’s aim is to cre-
a te a re li a ble and ob jec ti ve re cord, which will curb any pos si ble po-
li ti cal ma ni pu la tion of the re cent past and le a ve fu tu re ge ne ra ti ons 
with a cre di ble do cu ment, which con ta ins facts abo ut the ar med 
con fl icts on the ter ri tory of the for mer Yugo sla via. 

Th e HLC com pi les in for ma tion on hu man los ses from in ter vi-
ews with eye-wit nes ses and vic tims’ fa mily mem bers, analyses of 
co urt do cu ments (ICTY and do me stic tri als), offi    cial re ports, re-
ports of lo cal and in ter na ti o nal non-go vern men tal and sta te or ga-
ni za ti ons, vic tims’ as so ci a ti ons’ da ta, pu bli ca ti ons, new spa per ar-
tic les, etc. 

Th e Re gi ster of Hu man Los ses con ta ins ba sic in for ma tion on 
the per sons who lost the ir li ves du ring the con fl icts: fi rst na me, last 
na me, na me of fat her, et hnic bac kgro und, da te and pla ce of birth, 
da te and pla ce of de ath/di sap pe a ran ce, ma ri tal sta tus, num ber of 
chil dren, pro fes sion, and sta tus at the ti me of de ath (ci vi lian or a 
mem ber of an ar med for ce). 

1.1. Re gi ster of Hu man Los ses in Ko so vo in Pe riod 
1998-2000 

Th e Re gi ster of Hu man Los ses in Ko so vo in clu des in for ma tion on 
per sons who we re kil led or di sap pe a red du ring the ar med con fl ict 
and in the pe riod af ter the de ployment of in ter na ti o nal tro ops in 
Ko so vo. By De cem ber 31, 2010, the HLC had in di vi du ally re gi ste-

4 In June 2007, the Research 
and Documentation Center 
(RDC) from Sarajevo 
announced the list of 
population losses in the war 
in BiH. In January 2009, 
Documenta began working 
on compiling a register of 
citizens of Croatia who were 
killed during the armed 
confl ict in Croatia. 
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red 13.167 per sons who had died, been kil led or had di sap pe a red 
du ring this pe riod5. 

Du ring 2010, the HLC in spec ted and amen ded in for ma tion on 
per sons who had al ready been re gi ste red, and iden ti fi ed vic tims 
who had not been re gi ste red in the HLC’s da ta ba se be fo re. For this 
pur po se, the HLC and HLC Ko so vo in ter vi e wed 983 wit nes ses and 
fa mily mem bers of the kil led, dead and mis sing, and col lec ted 875 
do cu ments and 1.646 pho tos. 

By analyzing the do cu ments gat he red6, 280 new vic tims’ fi  les we re 
cre a ted in the da ta ba se and over 6.600 exi sting fi  les we re amen ded 
with new da ta. 

Du ring the sa me pe riod, as a re sult of the analysis of do cu-
ments in the da ta ba se, HLC analysts re mo ved from the main vic-
tims’ re gi ster 503 na mes of per sons who eit her, a) we re re gi ste red 
twi ce in the da ta ba se (due to mi sta kes con ta i ned in the so ur ces 
with re gard to na mes and ot her sig ni fi  cant gu i de li nes); or, b) we re 
fo und ali ve; or, c) died of na tu ral ca u ses or from self-mu ti la tion; 
or, d) lost the ir li ves un der cir cum stan ces not di rectly or in di-
rectly re la ted to the war. 

1.1.1. Pu blic pre sen ta ti ons of the Re gi ster of the Kil led and Mis sing

With the in ten tion of ve rifying the in for ma tion col lec ted up till 
now, and in or der to gat her mis sing in for ma tion, from March 2009 
un til Ju ne 2010 the HLC or ga ni zed 29 pu blic pre sen ta ti ons of the 
Re gi ster in Ko so vo, Ser bia and Mon te ne gro, in which over 3.000 
in di vi du als par ti ci pa ted. 

Du ring 2010, the HLC and HLC Ko so vo or ga ni zed 15 pu blic 
pre sen ta ti ons of the re sults of the Re gi ster.7 Over 1.400 vic tims’ fa-
mily mem bers, re pre sen ta ti ves of aut ho ri ti es, mem bers of do me-
stic and in ter na ti o nal go vern men tal and non-go vern men tal or ga-
ni za ti ons and the me dia at ten ded the se pre sen ta ti ons. 

At the se pre sen ta ti ons, vic tims’ fa mily mem bers had the op por-
tu nity per so nally to ve rify in for ma tion abo ut the ir fa mily mem bers 
in the HLC’s da ta ba se. Du ring the ve ri fi  ca ti ons, the HLC re ce i ved 
600 new do cu ments and pho to graphs. In ad di tion, vic tims’ fa mily 
mem bers fi l led out pre pa red forms re la ted to the ba sic in for ma tion 
abo ut vic tims and the ir con tact in for ma tion8. 

5 Statistical overview of the 
Register on 31 December 

2010, as shown in Annex I. 

6 A total of 2.016 docu-
ments (1.371 statements of 

witnesses and victims’ fam-
ily members, 17 court docu-

ments and 628 documents 
from other sources).

7 Public presentations were 
held in Dečani/Deçane, 

Gnjilane/Gjilan, Istok/Istog, 
Kalanik/Kaçanik, Klina/

Klinë, Mališevo/Malishevë, 
Mitrovica/Mitrovicë, Podu-

jevo/Podujevë, Štimlje/
Shtime, Uroševac/Ferizaj, 
Gralanica/Graçanicë, Niš, 
Prokuplje and Podgorica. 

Two presentations were held 
in Priština/Prishtinë – one 

was dedicated to persons 
who lost their lives on the 

territory of the Priština/
Prishtinë municipality and 

the other one was dedicated 
to victims of crimes com-

mitted at the Dubrava/
Dubravë [Istok/Istog] 

detention centre. 

8 24 victims on which the 
HLC had no information 

were registered on the 
basis of documents and 
forms collected during 

the presentations and 200 
victims’ fi les were amended 

with new information. 
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Ac cor ding to the re ce i ved do cu ments and the forms fi l led out at 
the pre sen ta ti ons, 24 vic tims abo ut whom the HLC had not re ce i-
ved any in for ma tion we re re gi ste red, whi le the fi  les of 200 vic tims 
we re amen ded with new in for ma tion. 

Th e HLC and HLC Ko so vo ma de short vi deo ma te ri als from 
each pre sen ta tion, which we re po sted on the HLC web si te (www.
hlc-rdc.org). 

Presentation in Istok/Istog, January 21, 2010 

1.1.2. Kosovo Memory Book

Since 2006, the HLC has been using the materials collected for the 
Register of Human Losses to write short narratives on all the per-
sons who were killed or disappeared in Kosovo in the period 1998-
2000. Besides basic information, these narratives will contain infor-
mation on their lives, the circumstances under which they died or 
disappeared and the source(s) on the basis of which the narratives 
were written. Th e narratives will be published in the Kosovo Mem-
ory Book in Serbian, Albanian, and English.9 

During 2010, the Kosovo Memory Book Team wrote, amended 
or inspected narratives concerning over 2.000 persons who were 
killed or disappeared during 1998. Th ey also continued writing 

9 Th e fi rst volume of the 
Kosovo Memory Book 
(1998) will be published in 
spring 2011, and the second 
(1999-2000) by late 2012. 
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narratives for the period 1999-2000. On the basis of the analysis of 
over 1,400 documents, the Team wrote 886 new narratives describ-
ing the fate of 1,181 persons. During this period, the Team also 
amended with new information 900 earlier narratives describing 
the fate of 1,449 persons. 

During the second half of 2010, the Team also worked on the 
preparation of narratives for printing (stating sources, toponyms, 
micro-locations and so forth). Apart from this, by late 2010, ap-
proximately 500 narratives had been translated into Albanian and 
English. All 500 Serbian and all 500 Albanian narratives had been 
edited, and 200 of the English translations had also been edited. 

1.2. Human Losses of Serbia and Montenegro in Period 

1991-1995 

During the reporting period, the HLC continued compiling the 
individualized register of the citizens of Serbia and Montenegro 
who had been killed or gone missing during the wars in Slovenia, 
Croatia, and BiH. From the beginning of the work on the Register 
of Human Losses of Serbia and Montenegro (January 2009) until 
the end of 2010, the HLC individually registered 2.322 persons, in-
cluding 2.015 citizens of Serbia and 307 citizens of Montenegro.10

10 During the research, the 
HLC also collected infor-
mation on 1.200 persons 

whose citizenship of one of 
the successor countries of 

the former Yugoslavia could 
not be determined, another 

733 citizens of successor 
countries of the former 

Yugoslavia, and one citizen 
of Canada.

Example:                                                                                                                                        

Skender (Emin) Bardiqi (May 18, 1953, Albanian from Gradica/Gradicë, Glogovac/

Gllogoc Municipality, employee of JP Elektrokosovo, eight children)                                     

Serb forces attacked Gradica/Gradicë on September 23, 1998, as a result of which the 

residents fled to the woods. After 15.00 hours on the same day, when the shooting 

had ceased, Skender decided to go and see the condition his house was in. 10 min-

utes later, Skender’s brother heard shooting coming from the direction of the Bardiqi 

neighbourhood, where Skender’s house was located. The following day, when Serb 

forces withdrew from the village, the family found Skender’s body approximately 100 

meters from their family house. He had bullet holes in the chest and head. The fam-

ily buried Skender the same day at the cemetery in the Bardiqi neighbourhood.                      

Sources: Statement of N.B, FHP-18002; KMDNLJ, Bulletins, nr.7, tetor-dhjetor 1998, 

117, FHP-23816.                                                                                                                      
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During 2010, HLC researchers interviewed 294 witnesses and 
victims’ family members and obtained 442 documents (Yugoslav 
Army certifi cates on the circumstances under which the death 
of soldiers occurred, death certifi cates, identity cards and photo-
graphs of diplomas) and 294 photographs (victims and graves). 
During the same period, researchers reviewed approximately 5.000 
issues of daily newspapers and magazines and extracted approxi-
mately 2.000 articles and 1.140 obituaries. 

Th e HLC Team working on the Register of Human Losses of 
Serbia and Montenegro analyzed the documents collected (over 
3.000 documents and 285 publications) and registered 1.837 per-
sons, who had not been registered before in the data base. At the 
same time, victims’ fi les that had been created earlier were amend-
ed with over 3.600 pieces of new information. 

1.3. Mapping of war crimes and possible perpetrators 

During the year 2010, the HLC analyzed the material on war crimes, 
including the ICTY documents, and created 32 fi les on possible per-
petrators of war crimes in Kosovo and BiH, as well as fi les on mili-
tary, police and paramilitary units. Th ese fi les will be used in order 
to help compose the criminal complaints against suspects that will 
be fi led with the Offi  ce of the War Crimes Prosecutor in Serbia. 

Transferring ICTY Archive 2. 

Believing that the ICTY archive is the most important source of 
facts on crimes committed on the territory of the former Yugosla-
via during the 1990s, the HLC Team for the Transfer of Th e Hague 
Archive (TTHA)11  has been making an intensive eff ort since 2005 
to copy and transfer ICTY public documents to the HLC’s Archive. 
Th e HLC uses this material for compiling the register of human 
losses, supporting war crimes trials, identifying possible perpetra-
tors of war crimes, transcribing trials and developing a planned 
programme of informal training seminars on transitional justice 
for youth. 

During the year of 2010, TTHA copied a total of 1.640 days of 
trial in 36 cases and 13.358 exhibits in BCS and English from three 
cases conducted before ICTY. Besides this, 244 days of trial were 

11 Two technicians located 
at the ICTY. 
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copied on 699 DVDs in order to preserve the material and create 
copies for transcription.

Until late 2010, HLC copied approximately 85% of all trial days 
that have been held so far.12 

War Crimes Data Base3. 

Th e War Crimes Data Base [Th eData Base] is the most important 
instrument the HLC uses in order to preserve and analyze informa-
tion on war crimes and other violations of human rights. In line 
with predefi ned rules, documents on war crimes in the Data Base 
are registered, analyzed and systemized, by creating fi les on vic-
tims, perpetrators, crimes, etc. Th e Data Base also allows the HLC 
to search and group easily tens of thousands of pieces of informa-
tion, to create statistical analyses of information, to prepare public 
presentations, etc. 

During the year 2010, a total of 6.992 documents were entered 
in the Data Base, 1.724 of which were witness statements (the HLC’s 
primary source), 1.770 court documents (mainly from ICTY trials), 
and 3.498 documents from other sources (reports, lists, newspaper 
articles, books, certifi cates, registry books, certifi cates, etc). In the 
analysis of the aforementioned documents, 2.117 new victims’ fi les 
were created and existing fi les were amended with approximately 
10.400 new data. 

3.1. Content of the Data Base 

From January 2005, when the Data Base became operational, until 
December 31, 2010, over 35.300 documents were entered in the 
Data Base.14 

12 List of copied trials 
given in Annex III. 

13 Th e HLC has not 
received any information 

on these victims so far.

14 Th e number of individual 
documents is signifi cantly 

greater because some of the 
documents were translated 
into one or more languages 

and there are a considerable 
number of amendments to 

witness statements. 
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Th e Data Base contains 23.906 fi les on victims of human rights 
violations and killed soldiers. 17.197 of these are fi les on persons 
who were killed or who disappeared or died during or in relation to 
the confl icts on the territory of the former Yugoslavia in the period 
1990-2004; and 6.709 are on victims of detention, torture, depor-
tation, rape and other violations. 1.689 possible perpetrators have 
been registered in the Data Base. 

HLC Archive4. 

Th e entire printed and audio and visual material on war crimes and 
other human rights violations that the HLC has collected since its 
foundation is stored in the HLC Archive, where it is being preserved 
and organized in a professional manner. Since October 2009, when 
the HLC moved to new offi  ces, the Archive has been open to ex-
ternal users. 

HLC Archive 

In 2010, 978 printed documents and 7.180 CDs with 1.640 record-
ed ICTY trial days and 13.358 exhibits were stored in the Archive. 
During this period, HLC archivists catalogued15 3.585 printed doc-
uments and 580 days of trials in eight cases conducted before the 

15 A document is entered 
in the Data Base by entering 
a short description and 
information on its type, 
date of issuance andduration 
(if audio visual material), 
source, etc. 
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ICTY (Vujadin Popović, Milan Martić, Ante Gotovina et al. Mom-
lilo Krajišnik, Fatmir Limaj et al, Radovan Karadžić, and Milan 
Milutinović et al). 

4.1. Digitization of the HLC Archive

In order to permanently preserve archival material, the HLC be-
gan the digitization of printed and audio-visual documents in June 
2007. In the January – December 2010 period, approximately 1.500 
printed documents on approximately 10.000 A4 pages were digi-
tized. Over 70% of the entire HLC Archive was digitized by De-
cember 31, 2010. 

II Justice and Institutional Reform

During 2010, the HLC provided legal-psychological support to vic-
tims in war crimes trials in Serbia and Montenegro and in lawsuits 
for the implementation of material reparations (Serbia, Montene-
gro, Kosovo) and fi led 3 criminal complaints against perpetrators 
of war crimes in Kosovo and Srebrenica. In addition, during 2010 
the HLC observers continued monitoring and analyzing trials con-
ducted before courts in Serbia for war crimes and murders related 
to armed confl icts. 

Representing victims in war crime trials1. 16

In 2010, representatives [Nataša Kandić, Mustafa Radoniqi and 
Slavica Jovanović] of injured parties represented victims in 6 
war crime trials, 5 of which [cases: Lovas, Zvornik II, Podujevo 
II, Skočići, Ćuška/Qushk] were held before the Belgrade Higher 
Court War Crimes Chamber, while 1 trial was held before the 
Higher Court in Niš. Victims’ representatives during this period 

16 More on war crime trials 
in Serbia on www.hlc-rdc.org 

The HLC Archive contains: 

Over 80 meters of documents on crimes and other human rights violations on the • 

territory of the former Yugoslavia (see content of printed documents in Annex IV); 

34.000 discs [CD and DVD] with ICTY documents; • 

1.595 discs with various video and photographic material.• 
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were present on 87 trial days in which 71 witnesses, 1 court ex-
pert and 36 victim witnesses were examined; HLC representatives 
had identifi ed 16 of them and proposed their examination by the 
court [case Zvornik II]. 

An HLC attorney represented victims in the Bukovica case 
(defendant Radmilo Đuković et al) before the Bijelo Polje Higher 
Court [Montenegro]. Eight trial days were held during 2010, dur-
ing which 22 witnesses were examined, eight of whom were victim 
witnesses. 

During the reporting period, the HLC organized a visit of 40 vic-
tims’ family members from Croatia and Bosnia and Herzegovina to 
Belgrade, where they attended trials in the Lovas and Zvornik II cases. 

In the fi rst half of 2010, HLC representatives represented vic-
tims in two investigation procedures (the Skočići and Ćuška/Qushk 
cases). 

Monitoring war crimes trials in Serbia2. 

During 2010, the HLC monitored 17 war crimes trials held before 
courts in Serbia in which the HLC did not represent victims and 
victims’ families. Th ese cases were as follows: before the Higher 
Court in Belgrade, the cases of Zvornik III (defendant Goran Savić et 
al), Banski Kovačevac (defendant Pane Bulat and Rade Vranešević), 
Gnjilane group (defendant Fazli Ajdari et al), Stara Gradiška (de-
fendant Milan Španović), Medak (defendant Milorad Lazić et al), 
Prijedor (defendant Duško Kesar), Tenja (defendant Darko Radi-
voj), Lički Osik (defendant Čeda Budisavljević et al), Vukovar (de-
fendant Stanko Vujanović), Rastovac (defendant Veljko Marić), Beli 
Manastir (defendant Zoran Vukšić et al), and Suva Reka (defend-
ant Radojko Repanović); before the Higher Court in Niš, the case 
of Kušnin (defendant Zlatan Mančić et al); before the Požarevac 
Higher Court, the case of Orahovac (defendant Boban Petković 
and Đorđe Simić); and before the Appellate Court in Belgrade, the 
Tuzla Column (defendant Ilija Jurišić), Ovčara (defendant Damir 
Sireta) and Stari Majdan (defendant Nenad Malić) cases. 

A total of 99 trial days were monitored, in which 124 witnesses 
were examined, including 53 victim witnesses and 19 expert wit-
nesses. HLC monitors collected 8 indictments, 5 verdicts and 87 
transcripts, and issued 11 public statements.17 

17 Press statements 
available at www.hlc-rdc.org 
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Reporting of immediate perpetrators and individuals 3. 
responsible for war crimes 

In order to further the process of establishing criminal responsi-
bility for serious violations of international humanitarian law dur-
ing the armed confl icts in the former Socialist Federal Republic of 
Yugoslavia, during 2010 HLC fi led 3 criminal complaints against 
persons suspected of committing genocide and war crimes. 

On 28 May 2010, the HLC fi led a criminal complaint with the Re-
public of Serbia’s Offi  ce of the War Crimes Prosecutor (Offi  ce of 
the War Crimes Prosecutor) against 34 persons responsible for the 
killing of over 90 individuals and the wounding of over 150 Alba-
nian detainees at the Dubrava Penitentiary near Istok/Istog in Kos-
ovo on May 22 and 23, 1999, after the NATO aviation attack on the 
buildings of this correctional facility on the 19 and 20, 1999.18 

On 16 August 2010, the HLC fi led a criminal complaint with the 
Offi  ce of the War Crimes Prosecutor against several members of 
the Tenth Sabotage Squad of the former Republic of Srpska Army 
(VRS) responsible for the genocide committed against 1.800 Bos-
nian Muslims from Srebrenica in July 1995.19 

On August 23, 2010, the HLC fi led a criminal complaint against 
several members of the Yugoslav Army (VJ), the Republic of Serbia 
Ministry of Interior (MUP) and criminal groups under the control 
of the VJ and MUP of Serbia, responsible for the commission of 
war crimes against Albanians in the villages of Plavljane/Pavlan and 
Zahać/Zahaq and other surrounding villages [Peć/Pejё municipal-
ity], in 1998 and 1999.20

Th e Offi  ce of the War Crimes Prosecutor initiated preliminary 
investigations as a result of the HLC’s criminal complaints. 

Representing victims of past human rights violations 4. 
in compensation lawsuits

During 2010, the HLC continued representing victims of war crimes, 
torture, illegal detention, forced mobilization and other violations of 
human rights in material and non-material compensation lawsuits 
against the States of Serbia, Montenegro and Kosovo. Th e HLC con-

18 See HLC, HLC fi les 
a criminal complaint 

against war-time offi  cials of 
the Ministry of Justice of the 

Republic of Serbia for war 
crimes committed against 

civilian population, 
July 7, 2010. 

19 See HLC, Criminal 
complaint for genocide in 

Srebrenica, August 16, 2010. 

20 See HLC, Criminal 
complaint fi led against 

members of VJ and MUP 
Serbia Accused of War 

Crimes against Albanian 
Civilians in the Villages of 

Zahać/Zahaq and Pavljane/
Pavlan, August 24, 2010. 
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tinued providing expert assistance to victims of human rights viola-
tions in Sandžak region by its independent advocacy for their rights 
to reparations before institutions of the Republic of Serbia. 

4.1. Reparations

During the reporting period, HLC attorneys fi led lawsuits and con-
tinued to represent 146 victims on whose behalf the HLC in the pe-
riod 2005 – 2008 had fi led 40 court lawsuits against the Republic of 
Serbia, Republic of Montenegro and the Republic of Kosovo for eth-
nically motivated human rights violations committed in the past.21 

During the reporting period, 79 main hearing sessions were held 
in which a total of 10 victims and 8 witnesses were examined, and 12 
verdicts were rendered. During the reporting period, the HLC or-
ganized the arrival of medical experts to testify for 10 victims. 

4.1.1. Initiating New Lawsuits 

During the period from 26 April until 30 April, HLC attorneys 
fi led 12 compensation lawsuits against the Republic of Serbia on 
behalf of 47 Kosovo Albanians, because of the state’s responsibility 
for their torture and unlawful detention in the prisons of Serbia in 
1999 and 2000. Th ese unlawfully detained persons spent between 1 
month and 13 months in the prisons of Serbia.22 

4.1.2. Verdicts Rendered on Basis of HLC Lawsuits 

During 2010, courts in Serbia mostly dismissed lawsuits fi led by the 
HLC on behalf of victims of human rights violations committed by 
the members of the Serbian Military and/or Police, while courts in 
Montenegro recognized victims’ rights to material compensation. 
Courts in Kosovo did not act upon the 3 lawsuits initiated by the 
HLC, even in 2010. 

4.1.2.1 Serbia

In April, the HLC received the fi nal verdict rendered by the Serbian 
Supreme Court of Cassation, in which the request for the revision 
fi led for the second instance verdict in the Uzeir Bulutović case was 
judged unfounded, thus turning down the plaintiff ’s request.23 

21 Th e HLC represents 179 
victims in 31 trials before 
courts in Serbia, 8 victims in 
6 trials in Montenegro and 84 
victims in 3 trials in Kosovo. 

22 Before initiating a com-
pensation lawsuit on behalf 
of all detainees, the HLC fi led 
a request for an out-of-court 
settlement with the Republic 
of Serbia’s Attorney-General’s 
Offi  ce, but the Attorney-
General’s Offi  ce dismissed 
all the requests, stating that 
the rights of all detainees are/
were unfounded and that the 
Statute of Limitations has/
had expired. 

23 In March 2007, the HLC 
fi led a compensation lawsuit 
for mental suff erings due to 
the death of a father, on behalf 
of 3 children of the late Uzeir 
Bulutović, who was killed in 
Kukurovići (Priboj municipal-
ity) by Yugoslav Army soldiers 
on 19 February 1993.
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In July, the HLC received the verdict from the First Primary Court 
in Belgrade dismissing the lawsuit fi led by Mujo Vatreš, Halil 
Durmišević, Senad Jusufbegović and Fadil Lardaković, former pris-
oners-of-war in the camps of Šljivovica and Mitrovo Polje.24 Th e 
HLC fi led an appeal to this verdict.

Th e First Primary Court in Belgrade rendered a verdict in July dis-
missing the lawsuit fi led by Ahmet Kukaj and 4 other detainees due 
to the eff ect of the Statute of Limitations. Th e HLC fi led an appeal 
to this verdict. 

In December, the HLC received a verdict from the First Primary 
Court in Belgrade granting compensation to Ekrem Ejupi, a former 
detainee, while the lawsuit of Fahri and Agron Ejupi was dismissed 
in its entirety. 

In March, the Appellate Court in Belgrade rendered a verdict con-
fi rming the fi rst instance judgement by the First Municipal Court in 
Belgrade, thus dismissing the lawsuit fi led by the HLC on behalf of 
25 family members of war crimes victims from Podujevo/Podujevë 
due to the Statue of Limitations.25 Th e HLC fi led an appeal to the 
Supreme Court of Cassation. 

In September, the Appellate Court in Belgrade rendered a verdict 
modifying the fi rst instance judgment by the First Municipal Court, 
thus dismissing the lawsuit the HLC fi led on behalf of 5 family 
members of the deceased Begram Gigollaj. On this occasion, the 
HLC released a press statement.26 After the verdict, the HLC fi led 
an appeal to the Constitutional Court of Serbia on behalf of the 
deceased Behram Gigollaj’s family. 

In March, the Appellate Court in Belgrade rendered a verdict dis-
missing the fi rst instance judgment by the First Municipal Court in 
Belgrade, which had dismissed the lawsuit for the compensation 
of non-material damages that was fi led by the HLC on behalf of 
Ekrem Nebihu and Sylejaman Bajgore, former victims of unlawful 
detention. 

In May, the First Primary Court in Belgrade rendered a verdict dis-

24 Collection Camps in 
Šljivovica [Čajetina Mu-
nicipality] and Mitrovo 

Polje [Aleksandrovac Mu-
nicipality] were set up in 

late July 1995 for Bosniaks 
from BiH who took refuge 

in Serbia after the fall of the 
Srebrenica [11 July 1995] and 
Žepa [30 July 1995] enclaves. 
Border offi  cers, members of 
the Yugoslav Army, stopped 

the refugees on the banks 
of the Drina River and, after 
searching them, took some 

of the refugees for inter-
rogation and turned the rest 

of them over to the Mali 
Zvornik and Bajina Bašta 
local police. Th e HLC has 

documented cases in which 
members of the Yugoslav 

Army beat refugees. Police 
took refugees to Šljivovica 

and Mitrovo Polje on trucks 
and buses. Bosniaks were 

placed in old workers’ bar-
racks in Šljivovica, while in 

Mitrovo Polje, they were 
placed in facilities that had 
most likely been used as a 
children’s summer camp. 

Alleged collection centres 
were guarded by members 

of special police units of the 
Republic of Serbia. Former 
detainees gave accounts to 

the HLC describing the tor-
ture, humiliating treatment, 
sexual abuse, starvation and 

other illegal acts they were 
submitted to on a daily basis 

by members of the Serbian 
police. For detained Bos-

niaks, Šljivovica and Mitrovo 
Polje were detention camps. 
Th e International Commit-

tee of the Red Cross (ICRC) 
registered detainees of these 
camps in mid-August 1995. 

25 On 28 March 1999 
in Podujevo/Podujevë, 

members of the Special 
Anti-terrorist Reserve Unit 

of the Serbian Ministry of 
Interior, called „Škorpioni 

(Scorpions)’’, shot and killed 
14 Albanian civilians, also 

wounding 5 children. 
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missing the lawsuit fi led by the HLC on behalf of Murat Pepić, a 
torture victim.27 Th e HLC fi led an appeal against the fi rst instance 
verdict with the Appellate Court. 

In May, the HLC received a verdict rendered by the First Primary 
Court in Belgrade which obliges the State of Serbia to pay Sead 
Rovčanin 160.000 RSD. Th e HLC attorney fi led an appeal against 
such an insultingly low amount of compensation.28 

4.1.2.2. Montenegro

In April, the Primary Court in Podgorica rendered a verdict oblig-
ing the state of Montenegro to pay 10.000 Euros to Šaban and Arifa 
Rizvanović, Bosniaks from Bukovica.29 

In May, the Primary Court in Kolašin rendered a verdict which 
obliges the state of Montenegro to compensate Zlatija Stovrag, wife 
of Himzo Stovrag, a Bosniak killed by the Montenegro police in 
1993, to the sum of 15.000 Euros. 

In October, the HLC received a verdict from the Primary Court 
in Podgorica which obliges the Republic of Montenegro to pay 
36.299 Euros to Ramović Osman, a Bosniak from the village of Vi-
tina [Pljevlja municipality] as compensation for the destruction and 
plundering of his property committed by the security forces at the 
time. Th e HLC and representatives of the State both fi led appeals 
against this verdict. 

4.2. Supporting victims in realizing their right to reparations 

During 2010, the HLC organized fi ve meetings of members of the 
Association for the Protection of the Rights of the Persecuted and 
Displaced from the Priboj municipality30 with representatives of 
the institutions of the Republic of Serbia. Th e meetings were held 
with Marko Karadžić, State Secretary for Human and Minority 
Rights at that time, representatives of the National Assembly of the 
Republic of Serbia from the Sandžak region, the Minister for Work 
and Social Policy Rasim Ljajić and Sulejman Ugljanin, a Minister 
without Portfolio.31 

26 See HLC, Th e Appellate 
Court in Belgrade Refuses 
to Properly Compensate the 
Children of Behram Gigollaj 
for the Murder of their 
Father, 04 November 2010.

27 During the night be-
tween 31 December 2001 
and 01 January 2002, Murat 
Pepić celebrated the New 
Year’s Eve of 2002 with his 
cousins at the Panorama 
Discotheque in Tutin. Fif-
teen minutes after midnight, 
he went to the neighbour-
ing club in order to wish 
his friends a Happy New 
Year. When leaving the 
club, he ran into Sabahud-
ing Kurtović on the stairs, 
who cocked a pistol at him, 
and then, after saying that 
he had “been waiting for 
him for a long time“, hit 
him with the handle of the 
pistol at the root of the nose. 
Sabahuding Kurtović then 
took him outside the disco-
theque, hit him one more 
time with the pistol handle, 
tied him up and knocked 
him to the ground. Police 
offi  cer Milijan Luković beat 
him with a police baton 
while Sabahuding Nurković 
was kicking him. Murat 
Pepić soon lost conscious-
ness from the beating. Th e 
police offi  cers continued 
beating him even after he 
had lost consciousness. Nu-
merous witnesses who came 
out of the surrounding clubs 
were present. One of them, 
Haćif Kurbadović, wanted 
to off er him help, but the 
police offi  cer Sabahuding 
Nurković prevented him by 
saying „We need him, we’ve 
been waiting for him for 
seven years“. Murat Pepić 
only regained consciousness 
the next day in the intensive 
care unit at the Novi Pazar 
hospital. He was soon af-
terwards transported to the 
Clinical Centre of Serbia, 
where doctors diagnosed 
…
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Representing victims of other human rights 5. 
violations 

In 2010, the HLC continued representing 22 victims of forced 
mobilization, torture, discrimination, property rights viola-
tions and unlawful detention. The HLC initiated lawsuits for 
the violation of human rights on their behalf during the period 
2000 – 2005. During the reporting period, 4 main hearings 
were held and 3 verdicts were rendered. 

In June, the Supreme Court of Cassation in Serbia confirmed 
the verdict of the District Court in Belgrade obliging the State 
of Serbia to pay 1.000,000 dinars as non-material compensation 
to Radmila and Dragomir Petrović from Belgrade for mental 
suffering because of the death of their son Dejan in the Vračar 
Police Department in January 2002.32 

In February 2010, the Appellate Court in Belgrade con-
firmed the first instance verdict of the First Municipal Court 
in Belgrade obliging the State of Serbia to pay the compensa-
tion of 450.000 RSD to Ljuljana Đuknić for its responsibility 
regarding illegal actions of MUP members. On behalf of Ljil-
jana Đuknić, the HLC hadfiled a compensation lawsuit against 
the Republic of Serbia in 2005.33 

In August, the Appellate Court in Belgrade confirmed the 
verdict of the First Municipal Court in Belgrade ordering the 
repossession of his apartment by its owner Muharem Rexhaj 
after its illegal expropriation by Čedomir Armuš for more than 
11 years. On behalf of Muharem Rexhaj, the HLC had filed a 
lawsuit against Čedomir Armuš in June 2005. 

The HLC received in November a verdict by the Appel-
late Court in Belgrade confirming the first instance verdict of 
the First Municipal Court obliging the State of Serbia to pay 
material compensation to Dušan Stanić, Nikola Vidić, Nikola 
Mirković, Svemir Crnobrnja, Gojko Banjanac, Mile Likara, 
Đorđe Knežević and Dragan Tepšić for its responsibility for 
their forced mobilization in 1995. The total amount of com-
pensation is 2.840,000 RSD. 

…
fractures to the nasal 

bone, skull and two ribs. 
Th ree police offi  cers were 

convicted by a fi nal judge-
ment for the criminal act of 

abuse of offi  ce. 

28 See HLC, First Municipal 
Court’s Decision: Republic of 

Serbia ordered to pay RSD 
160.000 for torture of Bos-
niaks in Prijedor in 1993. 

20 May 2010.

29 See HLC, Šaban and Arifa 
Rizvanović awarded compen-

sation for torture committed 
against them in Bukovica in 

1993, 09 April 2010. 

30 On the arrival from Užice 
of a reserve unit of the Yugo-
slav Army (VJ) in May 1992, 

citizens of the border villages 
of the Priboj municipality 
were exposed to constant 

searches, unprovoked shoot-
ing at their houses, intimida-
tion, threats, plundering and 

torture. Several murders 
and kidnappings also oc-

curred. During 1992 and at 
the beginning of 1993, due 
to threats and fear for their 

lives, the citizens of about 
20 border villages of Priboj 
municipality moved out of 

their homes. After that, their 
property was mostly looted, 

devastated and burned.. 
17 years after being forced 

to leave their homes, the 
citizens of the Priboj vil-
lages, mostly elderly, still 

do not have the conditions 
necessary to return to their 

homes. During all this time, 
they have not received any 

assistance from Serbia, their 
own country. Th ey do not 

have the recognized status of 
refugees or displaced per-

sons in Serbia or Bosnia and 
Herzegovina. 

31 Th e result of the series of 
meetings between the Asso-

ciation and parliamentary 
…
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Representing victims of human rights violations in 6. 
criminal trials 

As a representative of the injured party, the HLC continued during 
2010 to represent Miroslav Manojlović in the criminal trial for the 
extortion of evidence by two police offi  cers.34 A total of four main 
hearings were held. Not a single verdict has been rendered so far. 

Creation of transcript collection from ICTY trials in 7. 
BCS languages 

Considering the fact that the offi  cial languages of the Hague Tri-
bunal are French and English and since, because of this fact, the 
trials held before the Hague Tribunal are not accessible to a broad 
audience in Serbia and other successor countries of the former 
Yugoslavia, in 2004 the HLC started transcribing trials to BCS 
languages. So far, the trials of Slobodan Milošević, Naser Orić, Mi-
tar Vasiljević, Limaj et al, and Mrkšić et al have been fully tran-
scribed, while the trials of Gotovina et al and R. Haradinaj et al 
have been partially transcribed [a total of 1,135 days of trials on 
approximately 50.000 pages of A4 format].35 

During 2010, the HLC transcribed and edited 75 days of trials in 
the case of Haradinaj et al [2.686 pages] and 60 days of trials in the 
case Gotovina et al [3.248 pages]. 

III Public information and Outreach

During 2010, the HLC informed the public institutions of the Re-
public of Serbia and other regional countries, the media, interna-
tional governmental and non-governmental organizations about 
its activities and about topics signifi cant for establishing transition-
al justice in the region, through its press statements, publications, 
website and seminars. 

During the reporting period, the HLC continued to advocate 
strongly for the idea of establishing RECOM and, together with 
other members of the Coalition for RECOM, to implement the de

…
representatives, organized 
by the HLC on 24 March 
2010, was that the Working 
Group of Members of Parlia-
ment for support to Refugees 
and Displaced Persons held 
a meeting with the Prime 
Minister of Serbia Mirko 
Cvetković, where the Prime 
Minister was introduced 
to the case of the Bosniaks 
banished from Priboj munic-
ipality. Th e Prime Minister 
obliged himself to have his 
Offi  ce coordinate activities 
related to the estimation of 
damage, the reconstruction 
of property and infrastruc-
ture and the compensation 
to those displaced persons 
who do not want to return. 
Th e result of the meeting 
with Minister Ugljanin was 
to submit a formal initiative 
to the Prime Minister of the 
Republic of Serbia related 
to compensation and the 
reconstruction of the prop-
erty of the expelled citizens 
of Priboj. Th e result of the 
meeting with Minister Rasim 
Ljajic was fi nancial support 
from that ministry to the 
Association. 

32 See FHP, Th e Supreme 
Court of Cassation Upholds 
the Decision on Compensa-
tion to the Parents of the 
Late Dejan Petrović 03 
Decembar 2010. 

33 64-year old Ljiljana 
Đuknić participated in the 
anti-regime demonstrations 
in February 1997. Near the 
Branko Bridge, a group of 
demonstrators of which 
Ljiljana was a part, were 
attacked by members of the 
Ministry of Interior who 
used water cannons and ba-
tons. Ljiljana was hit hard on 
her back and then fell. While 
she was trying to regain 
her feet, police offi  cers hit 
her several times with their 
batons, which caused perma-
nent injuries on her body. 



26

bate about the RECOM model within civil society and local com-
munities in the successor countries of the former Yugoslavia and 
to support the implementation of the Coalition for RECOM media 
campaign and the campaign for the collection of signatures and in 
the preparation of public advocacy. 

Informing the public 1. 

1.1. Press statements

In 2010, the HLC published 71 press statements, 24 of which were 
published in Albanian and 45 in the English language. In the press 
statements, the HLC off ered its analysis of and positions on war 
crimes trials in Serbia, Kosovo and Croatia, and on reparations 
verdicts. Th e HLC also informed the public about fi ling criminal 
complaints and so forth. 

1.2. Publications

In cooperation with the Open Society 
Fund of BiH, the HLC published in 
April „Th e Law on Command Respon-
sibility“, whose author is the French 
attorney Guénaël Mettraux. Th e book 
off ers an expert analysis on command 
responsibility, and an overview on the 
development of this kind of responsi-
bility and its application in practice in 
ad hoc tribunals for the former Yugo-
slavia and Ruanda. Th is publication 
was distributed to legal experts, judges 
and prosecutors for war crimes, human 
rights organizations and universities, 
and to other interested individuals and 
institutions. 

34 On the evening of 
17 December 2000, Miroslav 

Manojlović, together with 
his friend, was arrested 

while breaking into a 
news-stand in Belgrade. 
Th e police took them to 

Vračar police station. Police 
offi  cers Milomir Teofi lović 

and Predrag Nešić spent the 
following three days brutally 

beating Miroslav all over 
his body in order to force 
him to admit committing 
some other criminal acts. 

As the result of the torture, 
Miroslav suff ered serious 

body injuries. 

35 Transcripts from all 
trials are available at

 www.hlc-rdc.org.
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In August, the Guide to Repa-
rations for Representatives of 

Civil Society was published. 
The Guide contains eight 

chapters: Introduction, Term 
Reparation, Significance of 

Reparations, Types of Repara-
tions, Forms of Reparations, 

Legal Sources of Rights to Repa-
rations, Reparations in Serbia, 

Symbolic Reparations in Serbia, 
and Annex. The Guide has been 

disseminated to human rights 
organizations. 

1.3. The HLC web page 

During the reporting period, the HLC regularly updated its web 
content by posting its press statements, reports, video clips, tran-
scripts and reports from trials, announcements of events, the most 
important media information from the world of transitional justice 
and so forth. 

In June, the page Human losses of Serbia and Montenegro in the 
period 1991 – 1995 was posted on the HLC web site, containing a 
search list with data on victims of armed confl icts on the territory 
of the former Yugoslavia. Th is page also allows users to check infor-
mation about victims and to contact the HLC if they have more in-
formation about victims. Th e HLC web page in all three languages 
is visited 160 times a day on average. 

According to the analysis of data regarding the visits to the web site 
with the Google Analytics application, it was determined that the 
HLC web page has received over 62.000 visits in all three languages, 
during the reporting period. 
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1.4. HLC Library

Th e HLC Library collects, stores, and provides users (HLC employ-
ees, researchers, students and others) with publications from the 
fi elds of transitional justice, international humanitarian law, human 
rights, history and other similar fi elds. It contains a total of 4.917 
publications from the fi elds of transitional justice, international hu-
manitarian law, human rights, socially engaged arts and so forth.

During 2010, the HLC library obtained 374 new publications. 
Th e HLC library possesses a total of 4.917 publications from the 
fi elds of transitional justice, international humanitarian law, human 
rights, socially engaged arts and so forth. 

Outreach2. 

2.1. RECOM Initiative36

Th e Initiative for RECOM is a regional civil initiative in the former 
Yugoslavia aimed at founding an inter-state commission for estab-
lishing the facts about all victims and major human rights viola-
tions from the confl icts in the region between 1991-2001.

Th e Initiative is being carried out by a network of NGOs and indi-
viduals united in the Coalition for RECOM. By December 31, 2010, 
1.163 organizations and individuals had joined the Coalition for 
RECOM.

During 2010, the HLC, on behalf of the Coalition for RECOM, 
organized 5 very successful national consultations (with the legal 
community, refugees, displaced persons, war veterans, religious 
communities, the educational community and victims’ associa-
tions), and one regional consultation with lawyers. 250 individu-
als participated in the consultations37. Participants provided strong 
support for the idea of establishing RECOM and, at the same time, 
off ered many recommendations regarding the future mandate of 
RECOM, the manner of selection of its members, the structure 
and other important aspects of the work of the future commission. 
Th eir opinions and recommendations concerning these issues were 
sent to the Task Force for drafting the RECOM model. 

36 More details about 
the Initiative for RECOM 

and the consultative 
process are available at 

www.korekom.org

37 Detailed reports from 
consultations are available 

at www.korekom.org 
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National consultations with war veterans, refugees and displaced persons, 
Belgrade, April 24, 2010. 

During the reporting period, the HLC organized 3 meetings of the 
Task Force for drafting the RECOM Statute and 2 meetings of the Co-
ordination Council, 3 trainings on public advocacy and training for 
workshop leaders at the VI Regional Forum on Transitional Justice. 

2.2. Seminar on the Role of Civil Society in Defi ning and 
Implementing the Reparation Programme 

Th e HLC and the Sandžak Committee organized the third seminar 
on transitional justice, entitled “Th e Role of Civil Society in Defi n-
ing and Implementing the Reparation Programme”, on March 17, 
2010. Th e seminar was held in Novi Pazar. 46 representatives of 
civil society and the media from Sandžak participated in the semi-
nar. Th e lectures were chaired by Cristian Correa, an expert from 
the International Centre for Transitional Justice (ICTJ, New York). 
Seminar participants gave high grades for the topic of the semi-
nar, the lecturers and its manner of organization on an anonymous 
evaluation form.

2.3. Right of Victims to Reparations in Serbia Seminar

In cooperation with the Sandžak Committee for Protection of Hu-
man Rights and Freedoms, the HLC organized a seminar in Novi 
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Pazar for representatives of civil society entitled Th e Rights of Victims 
to Reparations in Serbia, on December 7, 2010. Representatives of 
Sandžak civil society participated in the seminar, and the lecturer 
was Bogdan Ivanišević from the ICTJ, who spoke about administra-
tive and court reparations, the rights of victims to material repara-
tions in other successor countries of the former Yugoslavia, and also 
possible mechanisms for overcoming obstacles in obtaining the right 
to reparations in Serbia. Th e HLC and the Sandžak Committee ob-
tained high grades on the anonymous evaluation forms as regards 
the selection of topic, the lecturer and the seminar organization. 

2.4. Meeting of civil society in Serbia with the President of 
the Republic of Croatia

Th e HLC organized a meeting between the President of the Re-
public of Croatia, Ivo Josipović, and representatives of civil soci-
ety in Serbia, on the initiative of the Offi  ce of the President of the 
Republic of Croatia. Th e meeting was held on July 19, 2010 in the 
HLC Offi  ce. More than 40 representatives of civil society organiza-
tions from the whole of Serbia, the media and the OSCE attended 
this meeting. Th e topics of the meeting were dealing with the past, 
freedom of movement, refugees’ return process, the restoration of 
tenancy and property rights, freedom of the media and the rights 
of marginalized groups, like the LGBT population.   

Meeting of NGOs in Serbia with President Ivo Josipović, HLC, July 19, 2010. 
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IV Meetings on Future of the HLC

Th e HLC on 12 May 2010 organized a brainstorming meeting of 
the HLC and HLC Kosovo employees regarding the future of the 
organization. Employees expressed their views regarding the cur-
rent situation and the organization’s capacity, as well as the future 
activities of the HLC. 

V HLC Executive Board 

During the reporting period, the HLC Board held two meetings. 
During the meeting held on May 14, 2010, the Board accepted 

the yearly fi nancial report and the HLC programme implementa-
tion report for 2009, and the changes and annexes to the Rules and 
Regulations of the HLC Statute. Th e Board also adopted the deci-
sion that the Executive Director during the next four years will be 
Nataša Kandić, while the current President of the Board, dr. Zoran 
Pajić, will remain in this position during the next four years. Dr. 
Zdravko Grebo was chosen as a new member of the Board instead 
of Tea Gorjanc Prelević, who had resigned. 

One day prior to the meeting, the Board organized a brain-
storming session regarding the future of the HLC in which, along 
with the members of the Board and the HLC and HLC Kosovo’s 
management, friends of the HLC (Vladimir Petrović (historian), 
Idriz Seferi (journalist), Marijana Toma (Impunity Watch), Jas-
minka Hasanbegović (Belgrade Law School Professor), Goran 
Miletić (Civil Rights Defenders) also participated. Participants, 
among other, agreed that HLC should establish cooperation with 
certain institutions, such as universities, institutes and schools 
and should introduce them to the content of its archive and li-
brary in order to develop its program of informal youth educa-
tion. The participants also underlined that it is necessary for 
HLC to continue using its documents to initiate procedures for 
establishing responsibility for committed crimes and to examine 
whether the methodology of the Simon Visenthal Centre would 
be a suitable model for the future work of HLC. 

During the meeting organized on September 25, 2010, the 
Board adopted the HLC’s programme and the fi nancial report on 
the HLC’s work during the period from January to June 2010, as 
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well as the new three-year HLC programme. Th e Board members 
also adopted the decision that, starting from 2011, HLC Kosovo 
will become an independent organization. 

VI Consultative process in ECOSOC 

In September 2010, the UN Economic and Social Council (ECO-
SOC) Committee for non-governmental organizations awarded 
the HLC a special consultative status within ECOSOC. Th e special 
consultative status was given to the HLC because of its activities 
and contribution to the process of establishing transitional justice 
on the territory of the former Yugoslavia.

Special consultative status is given to non-governmental organiza-
tions which have specialized in special programmes and activities 
within the mandate of ECOSOC. Organizations with this status 
have the opportunity to attend all meetings of the Council and its 
working bodies, and to off er their suggestions and opinions on top-
ics in the area in which the organization is specialized.

VII HLC Programme for Period 2011-2013

In 2010, the HLC created a new three-year programme for the 
period 2011-2013. Th anks to the documents on human rights vio-
lations, free access to a signifi cant part of the ICTY Archive and 
court fi les that have been compiled in cases concerning victims 
who the HLC have been representing, the HLC will keep its focus 
in the period 2011-2013 on the initiation of criminal trials of in-
dividuals suspected of committing war crimes, the identifi cation 
and location of suspects, and the initiation of procedures for their 
removal from public service. Additionally, the HLC is planning 
to develop and implement informal educational programmes for 
youth concerning the past and transitional justice.

VIII Internship in HLC

During 2010, Silvia Cristofari and Mariarosa Amatto from the 
Faculty of Political Sciences and International Relations of Padova 
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University, spent two months doing their internship at the HLC 
and conducted research into legal sources and practice in the fi eld 
of the legal status of victims in international and internal armed 
confl icts. Also, 14 volunteers, students and young experts worked 
as volunteers for the HLC. Th ey were engaged in the HLC Archive 
and the Transfer of the ICTY Archive project. 

IX Donor support

During 2010, the HLC was fi nancially supported by: the Aegis 
Trust, the Balkan Trust for Democracy, the Blaustein Foundation, 
the Charles Stewart Mott Foundation, the Civil Rights Defend-
ers, the European Commission (EIDHR), the European Commis-
sion Delegation to Serbia (EIDHR), the French Catholic Commit-
tee against Hunger and for Development (CCFD), the Fund for an 
Open Society – Serbia, the IKV Pax Christi, the Institute for Sus-
tainable Communities, the National Endowment for Democracy, 
the Royal Netherlands Embassy (Balkans Regional Programme), 
the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Aff airs, the OAK Foundation, 
the Open Society Institute, the Robert Bosch Foundation, the 
Rockefeller Brothers Fund, the Sigrid Rausing Trust and the UN 
Voluntary Fund for Victims of Torture.
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Contents of HLC Archives  – re-recorded trials before ICTY
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